
grateful to the Lions for their 

commitment to VON Sakura 

House and partnering with 

us to lead the Generator 

Project.  Because of  

community partners like the 

Lions Clubs, we are able to 

implement a capital purchase 

outside of our annual  

fundraised operating budget 

of $500,000 required to 

run and maintain Sakura 

House” said John Goodbun, 

chair of the VON Oxford 

Community Corporation. 
 

The Lions have supported 

Sakura House in many ways 

over the years — including 

donating proceeds from 

their charity breakfast & 

Bingo, volunteering to 

BBQ at the Hike for 

Hospice, and much more.  

In July of 2014, the Oxford 

County & Area Lions 

Clubs decided to make an 

even bigger impact on the 

hospice by initiating the 

‘Generator Project’ where 

they pledged to provide 

funding for a back-up 

power generator for VON 

Sakura House.  Thanks to 

the commitment of their 

clubs and their promotion 

of the project in the 

community, the Lions have 

now met the funding target 

for the generator and work 

has already begun! 

An engineering assessment 

has been completed and the 

project has been sent to 

tender.  Once a contractor 

is selected from the bidders, 

work will begin this Spring 

to install a natural gas 

powered generator unit that 

will power the entire 

building in the case of a 

power outage.  Sakura House 

has always had safety 

protocols in place in case of 

a power failure, but a back-

up power source will ensure 

greater comfort for patients 

and peace of mind for staff 

and volunteers. 

“VON Oxford is extremely 

Sakura House to Get Emergency 

Generator thanks to Lions Clubs 
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Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events: 

 

Hike for Hospice 
brought to you by 

Toyota Motor Manufacturing 

Canada 

 

May 
3 

 

Swinging for 

Sakura 
at Sally Creek Golf 

June 

21 

 

VON Oxford 

101st Annual 

General Meeting  
 

June 

24 

 

Hits for Hospice 

Co-Ed Slo-Pitch 

Tournament  
 

 

 

July 

25 

 

For more information on all 

our events, including 

sponsorship opportunities,  

or how to host your own 

event to benefit 

Sakura House, visit: 

www.vonsakurahouse.com  

or contact 

Kyra McNamara, Fund 

Development Coordinator 

at 519-539-1231 

kyra.mcnamara@von.ca / VONSakuraHouse 

 

VON Oxford Board President, John Goodbun, gratefully accepts the first 
donation toward the Generator Project from the Oxford County and Area 
Lions Clubs  
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The 5th Annual Handbags for Hospice charity purse auction took place January 23, 2015 and was a record-breaking 

success, having raised over $165,000 for Sakura House’s annual operating fund.  Auctionista, Linda Leja and hospice 

volunteer, Trish Wituik asked the over 850 attendees to donate to the ‘Fund-a-Need’ for the hospice.  This unique 

’reverse auction’ asked for guests to make a fully tax receiptable donation toward the purchase of needed items for 

Sakura House.   This year’s priorities were the purchase of a new fridge for the kitchen, as the original Sub Zero would 

soon be beyond repair, as well as the addition of a facility grade chipped ice/water dispenser to be installed in the 

patient wing.   

The Fund-a-Need experience left the Bag Ladies of Oxford event committee in awe of the generosity of the women 

attending Handbags for Hospice — raising $36,000 in just 5 minutes!  The proceeds far exceeded the cost of the new 

fridge and ice machine and so the remaining funds will be directed to other needed items & improvements at the 

hospice in the months ahead.  Thanks go to all at Handbags for Hospice whose incredible generosity made this possible!  
 

Here’s an inventory of what will be purchased so far: 

New Fridge in Kitchen ..………………………....…. $8000  
 

Crushed Ice/Water Dispenser ………………….…. $6500 

  Self-serve unit located in patient wing 
 

New Carpeting…………………………………………… $4000 

  Replacing old frayed carpeting on stairs to protect visitor 

  & caregiver safety 
 

Dyson Hot/Cold Fans…………………………….….. $5000 

  For patient rooms to allow customized temperature 
 

Rolling Hospital Tray Tables……….……………..… $600 
 

Mattress Toppers ……….……………………………..… $750 

  For pullout beds for family visiting overnight in patient rooms 
 

Electric Tub Lift/Seat ……….…………………….…. $2600 

  For non-ambulatory patient spa room 
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Behind the Scenes 

Donor Dollars at Work:  Handbags for Hospice 2015 

VON Sakura House volunteer, Kathy and her beautiful golden retriever Ellie Mae were 

found in mailboxes all across Oxford County this past holiday season.   As part of VON 

Oxford’s holiday mail appeal, asking donors to consider a gift to Sakura House, a story about 

life at the hospice was shared to celebrate the wonderful support Sakura House offers families 

in our community. 

This year Kathy shared her story about why she gives her time to Sakura House as a 

Bereavement Volunteer along with Ellie Mae.   Bereavement volunteers are just one part of 

the team of volunteers who donate their time and talent to ensure that patients and their 

families have the extra support they need during the end-of-life journey at Sakura House.  

Kathy’s story helped inspire donors to give $20,079 to Sakura House through the holiday  

  mail campaign! 

Kathy & Ellie Mae visiting in 
a Patient’s room 

Linda Leja led the inspired ‘Fund-a-Need’ at the 5th annual Handbags for 
Hospice.  Hospice is a cause close to her heart.    www.auctionista.ca 


