
www.vonsakurahouse.com                                 www.vonoxford.ca                                            

Meet Aimee. Aimee is 8 years old and goes to Winchester Street 
Public School in Woodstock. She has a younger sister, Zooey. She 
loves to read and dance and is learning how to play the piano. 
She even played a few tunes in the Great Room at Sakura when 
she came to visit last November. 
 
Last summer Aimee and Zooey spent some time at Sakura when 
their Oma, Tracy, was at Sakura. Aimee had the idea to create a 
“Wish Fairy” for her Oma. Her Gramma Audrey took her to Lens 
Mills to collect all the supplies she needed and the whimsical 
“Wish Fairies” were created. [Only Oma and Aimee could read the 
special wishes... ) 
 
Aimee and Zooey said goodbye to their Oma who died at Sakura 
on July 27, 2019. Just before she died, Aimee remembers collect-
ing flowers from the garden with Zooey and our social worker, 
Anne-Marie. They collected Oma’s favourite colour, yellow, and 

made two posies, placing 
them on her bed, along 
with a horse stuffie, 
named Maverick. Aimee 
returned to Sakura House 
in November with her 
Gramma Audrey to      
remember her Oma and 
to make a donation in 
her memory from the 
sale of their  special 
“Cinnamon Pickles”. 
[Yes, they have         
cinnamon hearts in the 
brine!] 

Aimee was able to make one of her 
“Wish Fairies” because of you. 

Wish fairies, posies & pickles  

Thank you Aimee for sharing your 
story with  us and for your pickle  
donation! We know your story will 
help other kids who have lost a loved 
one too, just like you. Did you know 
that  our social worker is funded by 
our donors? Anne Marie is able to 
support children like Aimee because 
of you. Thank you! Aimee presented her donation to Sakura House on November 

15, 2019. 
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Oranges for Orioles Legacy Project  
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18 oranges. That’s how many oranges Natalie Thomson 
brought to Sakura House every time she visited this past 
May. She would carefully cut the oranges in half and place 
them on the bird feeders just outside each patient room and 
in the backyard garden. What would happen next? Vibrant 
orange orioles would miraculously appear, sipping the orange 
juice and eating the juicy pulp. Natalie would return two or 
three days later with another bag of 18 oranges to replenish 
the feeders. She continued this from May 3 to June 9.   
 
Natalie called this her “Oranges for Orioles Legacy Project” in 
memory of her Dad, Jack Hayward, who died at Sakura 
House on May 27, 2019. She said “my Dad has always been 
a nature-driven person. Our family had a lot of discussions 
about reconnecting with nature. He was a very grounding 
person. He always said the outdoors were ‘his church’ and 
over the years, we enjoyed watching birds, and orioles, in 
our backyard in Ingersoll.”  
 
When her Dad was admitted to Sakura House, a good friend 
notified Natalie that she had seen her first oriole in her back-
yard and said that if you can get oranges, the orioles will 
come. Right away Natalie went to buy oranges and surprised 
her Dad. She remembers her Dad saying “I so wish I get to 
see an oriole.” Within an hour and half of her placing some 
fresh cut orange pieces, “our first oriole appeared at his feed-
er. The look on his face… he was so happy. At one point 
there were multiple orioles waiting their turn. It became the 

subject of conversation for PSWs and staff.” Many of the staff had never seen an oriole in real life before. 
Natalie and her Mom would change the old oranges for fresh ones every few days. This would continue 
throughout her Dad’s stay.  Natalie says that seeing the orioles each day became a real highlight to her 
family’s day. And, it was an amazing connection to nature. “The garden was also a special spot. My Dad 
was very determined to live. We would push him in the garden every day. We would listen to a Spotify 
playlist by my son and we would be out there walking. The garden was very meaningful to me. I had a 
lot of amazing moments out there. Sightings. Birds singing to me.”  
 
Natalie said her Dad passed in the early hours of the morning, and “stayed in the room for a long time. 
Family came to visit until 2:00pm. I remember changing the last orange early that morning. It was only 
my Mom and I. I put a fresh orange out. And, you just knew they would flock. But, not one oriole came. 
Not a single bird came to feed off his feeder that day.” She said her one son said “even the birds miss 
grandpa. Maybe they are showing him where to go.”   
 
Natalie says going through this first year without her Dad was 
tough. “His voice and his laughter, there was no whisper. He 
would speak to the garbage person, to the nurse, like you were 
his best friend. And, he was loud. This year without my Dad in it, 
I needed to find a way to share his story, be true to my grief. I 
thought of the oranges for orioles. It could be a huge part of 
someone else’s day. It is a legacy – his love for nature.”  
 
She says that her experience at Sakura House was “unreal to be 
honest. The hardest day of my life was getting my Dad there. 
Everything that Sakura was; was everything we needed. You 
don’t know what you need, but when you feel it, you know.” Na-
talie says that her Dad was a young 78. “Sakura house let him 
press pause. We got another three weeks. In his final moments, 
the way he transitioned, he owned every moment. The grounds, 
the facility, the workers…they helped accommodate that transi-
tion even more. They embraced him and the way he was and al-
lowed his story to be.” 
 
Thank you Natalie for sharing your story with us. Thank you for 
sharing about your Dad. We are sure that your Oranges for Ori-
oles project in memory of your Dad brought peace to other pa-
tients and family members at Sakura House.  
 
“Don’t feel sad because you can’t see me here, walk outside and you will know I am near.” Jack Hayward  

Natalie was able to celebrate her Dad’s 
love for nature because of you.  



You gave us strength during difficult times 
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1 cup shortening 

1 cup white sugar 

1 egg 

2 cups flour 

1 tsp baking soda 

3/4 cup potato chips (crushed) 

3/4 cup chopped walnuts 

Preheat the over to 350F (177C). Line a large baking sheet 
with parchment paper. In a large bowl, mix by hand in or-
der of ingredients.  Use a tablespoon to separate the mix-
ture from the bowl and drop mixture onto the prepared 
cookie sheet and flatten. Place cookies at least 2 inches 
apart on prepared baking sheet. Bake for 10 minutes just 
until the cookies begin to brown at the edges, the cookies 
should still be white.  

Nan’s Potato Chip Cookies 

Ingredients 

A Sakura House Kitchen Recipe 

You responded to our Covid-19 Response Fund,  
donating more than 80 emergency grocery care 

boxes and gift cards to individuals in need.  

You donated more than $20,000 to our 
“Because of You” spring fundraising campaign 
to provide comfort, dignity, respect and peace 

to patients at VON Sakura House.  

You sewed and donated protective gowns 
to ensure the safety of our staff at Sakura 

House.   

We started wellness check-in calls during 
the pandemic and you helped us provide  

wellness kits to Adult Day Program clients.  

“Oh, it was just so awesome, it was the best thing that could ever  
happen to me. I am just so grateful, you have no idea. I am living alone 
and I feel alone a lot, but this made me feel like I’m not alone anymore. 

VON Is like my new family and I am so grateful for you and I want to 
thank you for keeping us safe.” - A Home Help Client who received 

an Emergency Grocery Care Box in April 2020 



Yes, I want to help keep the gardens beautiful for    
patients and families VON Sakura House!  

$27 to cover half a day of garden care 

$54 to cover one day of garden care 

$108 to cover two days of garden care 

$_____________ (other amount)  

Become a 
monthly 
donor! 

VON Oxford 
550 Ingersoll Ave., Woodstock, ON N4S 4Y3 
T. 519-539-1231 or 1-888-641-5197    
E: oxfordgiving@von.ca  
W:  www.vonoxford.ca  
W:  www.vonsakurahouse.com  
Charitable Registration Number  
11928 4776 RR0001 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can help keep our  

gardens beautiful for patients 

and families! 
Between March and May of 
2020, VON Sakura House 
saw a 50% decrease in  
patients due to the  
coronavirus pandemic. 
This, in turn, has led to a 
similar decrease in  
memorial donations. Since 
then, we have seen  
patients return, now that 
the fear of the initial  
pandemic has subsided a 
little.  
 
Memorial donations are a  
significant part of our  
donation revenue and help  
cover the day-to-day costs 
of maintenance, utilities,  
supplies and the care of 
our beautiful gardens.  
 
Because of this decline in 
memorial donations, we are asking for your support to help 
keep our gardens beautiful for our patients and families.  
 
Your gift can ensure that a grand-daughter like Aimee can 
pick flowers for her Oma Tracey or that a daughter like  
Natalie can take those final garden walks with her father Jack 
who loved nature so much.   
 

Have you been thinking 
about a way to give back 
to VON Oxford or VON  
Sakura House on a regular 
basis?  
 
Consider joining our 
monthly giving program. 
Each month, you can  
direct your donation to a 
program that is important 
to you.  
 
Your gift to VON Sakura 
House can help reduce  
pain and bring comfort to 
a patient at Sakura House 
residential hospice in their 
final days of life.   
 
Your gift to VON Oxford 
can help an individual get 
to their much-needed  
medical appointment.  
 
Your monthly donations 
can help individuals live 
their lives to the fullest 
each day.  
 
Visit www.vonoxford.ca or 
www.vonsakurahouse.com 
or call 519-539-1231 ext. 
221 to join now. 
 
P.S. The coronavirus  
pandemic has highlighted 
the critical importance of 
community-based 
healthcare programs that 
VON Oxford offers. Your 
monthly donation can help 
strengthen this important 
work. Join today!  
 

It costs $54 a day to keep the gardens  
beautiful at VON Sakura House. 

Donate online at www.vonsakurahouse.com 


